
Name: Azaria Spencer

Location: Guatemala

My role: Working with street-
connected children and young 
people at risk in Guatemala City.

My call: To intentionally come 
alongside at-risk children and 
young adults, engaging in 
discipleship as they explore 
deeper relationship with God 
and empowering them to pursue 
their dreams.

Continued over the page

The call in action

Dear lovely family and friends, 

I hope you are all well. 

It seems rather surreal to be writing this letter from a very familiar 
spot overlooking Guatemala City, the volcanoes acting as the 
backdrop of my view as they have done so many times before. I feel 
extremely blessed to be back here safely and to have seen God’s 
loving hand in all the details of the preparations and journey. You may 
recall from my last link letter that I shared about God caring about the 
details – this year he has continued to show me this abundantly and in 
very tangible ways.  

“The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail 
of their lives. Though they stumble, they will never fall, for the Lord 
holds them by the hand.” Psalm 37:23–24 (NLT)

Join me in giving thanks to our Good Father for his mercies and presence 
in all the details of our lives and for my safe arrival back in Guatemala. 

Time in England 
I have 10 days of self-isolation to ease me back into life here and, 

although at first I was feeling rather unhappy about it, I can now see 
all its value as a brief moment to pause, reflect, process and regroup 
before diving back in. My time in England was refreshing and fruitful 
in so many ways. I was able to connect well with link churches and 
supporters, stretching my limited technology skills, each Zoom or 
online service a joyful time of sharing and feeling 
uplifted and held. It was an absolute pleasure to be 
welcomed in and loved and hopefully I was able to 
express myself well about life in Guatemala and the 
work God has called me to. 

With my parents and younger brother I enjoyed a 
slightly slower pace of life, giving me time and space 
to process and lean into God more. When discussing 
life with a friend, we realised how I have been seeing 
God act in “real time”. Often, we can look back and 
see God’s hand over our lives at specific moments, 
hindsight being a gift. However, recently I have been 
living tangibly under the hand of God, seeing him 
act daily as it is happening, drawing from his peace 
and strength. I may not be describing it in the most 
eloquent way, but it has been amazing. 

Towards the end of my time in the UK, I was blessed 
with time with my sister and her family and socially-
distanced visits with close friends. It was incredible 
to be able to spend quality time with my nephews 
and nieces after more than two years apart – they 
have grown up so much. I love being an auntie, and 
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not seeing them regularly is one of the biggest challenges. We made 
up for lost time and made sure to have lots of fun and make plenty of 
memories. 

As you may imagine, the goodbyes are hard, especially when most 
of them were said too soon after saying hello. Through God’s strength I 
managed to live in my present each day, not letting any goodbyes loom 
over being with family and friends. I have written about “Bittersweet 
Mission” before and it resonates for me now in this time of transition. 
As one close friend reflected, I go from one joy to another, which 
encompasses these moments well. 

On my last full day in England I even got to enjoy one of my favourite 
things, a walk through a bluebell wood, which brought me a lot of joy. I 
have always loved bluebells and if not for God’s perfect timing I would have 
gone another year without seeing them in all their beauty.

Please pray for all of my amazing link churches and supporters, family and 
friends, may they be blessed as they have blessed me. 

Pray also for me as I adjust back to life in Guatemala.  

Looking ahead
I am so excited about this next chapter. I have returned refreshed and 

with renewed energy and passion for ministry and life. I am thrilled to be 
walking into a role that incorporates all the best parts of my previous 
one while adding in new and exciting aspects. It feels tailor-made for 
me and it’s humbling to feel like I am heading into my “dream job”. I will 
be working with SKD Guatemala to develop a discipleship and mission 
training programme for young adults, which will take a holistic look at 
equipping and empowering the young people we work with for adult life. 

I hope to work alongside others as we develop the programme, and 
I cannot wait to start implementing it. Working with the young adults, 
listening to what they want and supporting them as they learn, grow and 
live it is an important part of the process for me too.

I am also going to be continuing to coordinate and grow our 
sponsorship programmes and volunteer with the prevention team in their 
activities with children on the streets, leading by example as we get our 
young adults involved with serving too.

Another new area I’m hoping to explore and serve in is the prayer and 
worship life at our arts-based mentoring centre, Centro Opp, alongside 
helping coordinate and facilitate elements of the art and music programmes. 
How exciting – just writing about it all fills me with joy and energy!

Please keep me in your prayers as I settle back in and start this new role. Please 
also pray for the team I work with and all the children, young people and families 
we serve. 

Thank you for all your continued support, love and prayers. 

Love and blessings 

Azaria x 

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England. Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 

You can give to Azaria at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/spencer

Contact details: 
Email: azariaspencer@live.co.uk
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If you would like to discuss your mailings with us or to receive this link letter on a regular 
basis, please email supporter.care@churchmissionsociety.org or call 01865 787400

Pioneer Mission Leadership Training at CMS, designed by pioneers 
for pioneers, equips students for transformational mission in a 
dynamic and supportive learning community. Find out more at 
pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org

Photos from top to bottom: Guatemala from above;
Spending precious time with my nephews and nieces in the 

UK; Walking in bluebell woods was a real blessing.


